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ERRATUM 

R/ The historical papers on the A.A.H.D. program,:the publication 
of which was reported in the February Bulletin,were read at the 

Cleveland meeting in 1953. The papers given at the Miami meeting in 

1954 will appear later in the Journal of the College of Dentists. 


EARLIEST PORCELAIN TEETH IN AMERICA 

An interesting advertisement of one Oliver Holmes, dentist, 

and his’partner, Thomas Barnes, from the Boston Repertory, 
February 14, 1815 (now in the collection of Robert Moibauer, of 
New York City) has been called to the editor's attention by Dr. Curt 
Proskauer. The advertisement announces; 


PATENT MINERAL TEETH Which have recently been dis- 
covered by the subscribers, and are equal to those 
now set in London by the celebrated Dentist, De 
Cammit (QWeChemant « These teeth are composed 

of mineral substance of so hard a nature that they 
cannot be wrought upon by a file or affected by the 
most powerful acid, and consequently cannot decay, 
lose their colour, or render the breath disagreeable. 


The date of this announcement is two or three years earlier than 
the time when Anthony A. Plantou is ompgeese to have manufactured 


the first porcelain teeth in America, uitable native materials 
were found in this country shortly after 1800, and at that time 
the porcelain industry began. It would have been altogether pos- 
sible for some enterprising person to make porcelain teeth in 
this‘country before 1815. On the other hand, it is also possible 
that, despite the assertion of Holmes and Barnes to the contrary, 
they imported porcelain teeth from abroad, 


According to some interesting documentary material discovered by 
M. Georges Dagen, and supplied by Dr. Milton Asbell, Plantou made 
three trips to the Western Hemisphere before 1829. He left his 
homeland, as he testifies, before the French law of 1803 went 

into effect, and spent some time as a dentist in the French West 
Indies and the United States. This fact would preclude his having 
brought to America the individual type of porcelain tooth, intro- 
duced in France by Fonzi in 104. The porcelain teeth later manu- 
factured by Plantou were individual teeth not blocks such as made 
by DeChemant earlier than 1803, Plantou returned to Paris by 1811 
and made his second trip to America not earlier than the latter 
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part of 1814. This date would preclude the possibility that his 
——— work in America antedated the claims of Holmes and Barnes, 
lantou returned to France in 1826 and before 1829 came again to: 
America. A United States patent was granted to Plantou, April 5, 
1828, for "terra-metallic" teeth of a description similar to those 


introduced by Fonzi (J, Franklin Institute 11:3:345 1829). 


There is some reason to believe that the French and English devel- 
opment of gecorsnts artificial teeth was not altogether unknown in 
America, William Pitt Greenwood who also practiced in Boston, 

reported that in 1800 he made a set of teeth for a lady, to replace 

a broken porcelain set constructed 5 DeChemant, and that she pre- 
sented him with the broken set. B. W. Weinberger (Introduction, 

Vol. 1, pe 377) advances some claims of the use of porcelain teeth 

in America as early as 1794 to 1798, presumably teeth imported from 
France or England. Weinberger’also asserts that John Greenwood, on 
his return from Europe in 1807, “brought back some of these teeth 

in order to experiment with them". Greenwood's advertisements , 
immediately after his return (cited by Weinberger, Vol. 2, p. 241-242); 
however, mention only "natural and artificial teeth," which, of course, 
need not imply porcelain teeth. 


It is certain, as mentioned in the February ee that Aaron Burr 
brought nearly one thousand of Fonzi's teeth to America, and according 
to Isaac John Greenwood, presented them to his father, Sohn Greenwood. 
Burr arrived in America May 5, 1812. ‘He also brought with him a copy 
of Fonzi's Reponse & M, Dubois-Foucou, which could have furnished 
considerable information to anybody wishing to try his hand at making 
porcelain teeth. 


As to the two partners in Boston, Weinberger (Introduction, Vol. 2, 
p.263) has noted the existence of Barnes in 1816. An Oliver Holmes 
of Baltimore was among the dentists elected to membership in the’ 
American Society of Dental Surgeons at its first meeting in 1840, and 
he attended the third and fourth meetings of that organization 

(Am. J. Science, 1:1:168;1:3:74;1:4:69 1839-1843). 


DENTISTRY IN TWO SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES 

R/ Dentistry in two of the less well known countries of South 
America was described in articles appearing during the last 

year. Boletin de la Academia de Estomatoligia del Peru for November 

1954 was devoted to the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 

of the founding of that organization and contains material of interest 

to the dental historian. 


Under the title "Aus dem Tropischen Ecuador", Theodore Dobkowsky 
published a general analysis of dentistry in that country from 
various points of view in Zahndrztliche Rundschau 63 :390-395 
July 5, 195k. 
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